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Over the decades, the North Ward Center
expanded to include the Newark Business
Training Institute, the North Ward Child Devel-
opment Center, the Robert Treat Academy,
and Casa lIsrael, a state-of-the-art wellness
and medical center. The initiatives and serv-
ices of these five institutions are widely recog-
nized as among the finest, and the center has
received many accolades over the years. Yet,
true to the standards of its heart—Geno
Baroni—the center has never wavered from its
mission and founding principles, and it con-
tinues to celebrate the diversity of its people.
The North Ward Center hosts “the society of
ltalians who celebrate St. Patrick’s Day” with
prominent Italian-Americans honoring Irish-
Americans, an annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. remembrance, and a Puerto Rican
scholarship dinner recognizing four out-
standing north ward students.

Geno Baroni was a many-faceted man, a
gifted and passionate leader, a builder, a doer,
and thoroughly committed to Christ’'s message
of social justice. The North Ward Center re-
flects this charismatic man and his life’s work.
Msgr. Geno Baroni’s impression on the lives
of those of us privileged to know him and
those whose lives he touched through his
work is indeed profound. As the North Ward
Center honors this extraordinary man by cele-
brating his birthday, the final words in the
Shaker hymn Lord of the Dance seem most
fitting: “. . . they buried my body and they
thought I'd gone, but | am the dance and the
dance goes on.”
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Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the Sun Dial Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution on their
100th anniversary. The chapter has been or-
ganized in Ames, |A since October 7, 1907.

The Sun Dial Chapter is named in honor of
one of the original members, Hattie Willey,
who had a sun dial that belonged to a family
ancestor who was a pastor of the Plymouth
Colony. A duplicate of that original sun dial
was marked in 1914 and is displayed in the
Ames Cemetery.

Ada Hayden, one of the most notable mem-
bers of the Sun Dial Chapter, received her
doctorate from lowa State University in 1918
and was the first woman to do so. Many
founders of the chapter left a boundless im-
pression on the community and the state of
lowa. These distinguished names include
Adams, Agg, Knapp, Kellogg, Marston, Stan-
ton, Tilden and Willey.

The early goals of the organization remain
the same today. They include promoting his-
toric preservation, education and patriotism.
During the years of war and depression, Sun
Dial collected money, clothing and other nec-
essary items to give to the poor and send to
the soldiers serving abroad. Today the chapter
contributes to National Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution projects and gives an award
annually to an outstanding ROTC student at
lowa State University.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Again, | congratulate the Sun Dial Chapter
of the Daughters of the American Revolution
on this historic anniversary. It is an honor to
represent this historic chapter and her mem-
bers in Congress, and | wish them an equally
storied future.
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Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the extraordinary accomplishments of
Ms. Joyce M. Taylor. As she retires from an
illustrious and dedicated career in the commu-
nications industry, we have the opportunity to
reflect on her achievements and thank her for
her years of service.

Joyce was born in Muskogee, Oklahoma.
She graduated from the University of Okla-
homa at Norman with a bachelor’s degree in
journalism. From this early beginning, Joyce
began her long career, traveling and working
throughout the Nation, assuming leadership
positions in some of our most influential com-
munications companies.

Ms. Taylor first served as the public rela-
tions manager in Oklahoma City for South-
western Bell Telephone. After that, she held a
number of communications positions, which in-
cluded assuming responsibilities in advertising,
employee information, news relations, public
policy development and federal relations. Her
capacities have taken her from Oklahoma City
to St. Louis to Washington, D.C. Finally, she
came to California, during an important merger
between SBC and Pacific Telesis.

At the time of the merger, Ms. Taylor was
serving as the executive director of external
affairs for SBC Communications, Inc. Her work
during this delicate moment in the communica-
tions industry directly helped earn the support
from many Bay Area community and con-
sumer organizations for the merger. This re-
sulted in Ms. Taylor's appointment as AT&T’s
Senior Vice President for External Affairs-
Northern California.

During all of this time, and throughout her
professional endeavors, Joyce has always
contributed to her community. Joyce has used
her extraordinary talents to contribute to a
number of worthy causes. From the arts to
education, from industry to our neighborhoods,
Joyce has always given back. It is our great
fortune that the 9th Congressional District and
the greater Northern California Area became
her community as she grew in her capacities
at AT&T.

In April 1997, Joyce Taylor was appointed
to oversee regulatory, legislative, govern-
mental and external affairs activities for AT&T
in Northern California. Continuing her natural
enthusiasm and belief in charity and the
growth of communities, Joyce has become in-
tegrally involved in many boards and organiza-
tions in the Greater Bay Area.

Joyce serves on the Board of Directors of
the Bay Area Council, the Bay Area Economic
Forum, First Tee of San Jose, the San Fran-
cisco School Alliance Foundation, the Silicon
Valley Leadership Group, the Tech Museum of
Innovation, United Way of the Bay Area, and
Women’s Forum West. In addition, Ms. Taylor
is a member of the Northwestern Regional
Board of Operation Hope.
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Dedicated to the arts and education, Ms.
Taylor also serves on the Board of Trustees of
the San Francisco Ballet and as a member of
the Executive Campaign Advisory Board of the
United Negro College Fund.

It certainly is not difficult to see how this re-
markable woman has become such an invalu-
able part of our community.

On behalf of California’s 9th Congressional
District, | would like to thank and applaud our
beloved Joyce M. Taylor on the occasion of
her retirement. | am sure that her contributions
to our community, and the value that she
brings to the young leaders following in her
example, are only just beginning.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Robert E. Bonnell of Toledo,
Ohio. Toledo has been called a community of
families. Bob Bonnell, an esteemed citizen of
that community, seemed to have been born to
create and embody “Fireman Freddie, a
friendly, caring, and wise man, who assumed
a larger meaning as a loving father for all our
community’s children. Bob’s vocation as a
teacher and firefighter saved countless lives
as children learned how to save themselves
and the lives of their loved ones. They learned
new lessons from a Santalike man who cared
for them as he would his own children.

Robert E. Bonnell remains a legend in the
Toledo Community for his dedication to his
community as a firefighter and to the edu-
cation of the youth of Toledo about the value
of safety. Mr. Bonnell became the depart-
ment’s first “Fireman Freddy” in 1973. It hap-
pened soon after the idea of a fire safety pro-
gram—and the birth of Fireman Freddy—origi-
nated in 1972 when Mr. Bonnell was a ladder
truck driver at Station 6 at Starr and Euclid
avenues, where he seemed to have a special
rapport with school groups who came to tour
the firehouse. He was asked to start the edu-
cational program and thought it would be a
six-month assignment. But Mr. Bonnell hadn’t
stopped his two-schools-a-day, five-day-a-
week visits since January 1973, he told The
Blade in an interview in December 1980, just
before he retired.

“To tell you the truth,” Mr. Bonnell said in a
1974 Toledo Blade article, “children under-
stand more than you think they do. | never
have to talk down to them. | just talk to them
in the same way that | talk to adults. For some
reason, it works.” By the time he retired, Mr.
Bonnell talked to more than 125,000 elemen-
tary students in Toledo public and Catholic
schools and the Washington Local school dis-
trict about fire prevention and fire safety.

Robert E. Bonnell at age 80, passed away
Monday, October 29, 2007 in St. Charles
Mercy Hospital of congestive heart failure. He
will be fondly remembered by the residents
who recall being taught by the fireman about
fire safety when they were in the fourth and
sixth grades.

Mr. Bonnell joined the Toledo Fire Depart-
ment in 1956 and then served for 25 years,
most of them as the department’s “Fireman
Freddie” until his retirement in 1981. During
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